13 December 2020 | Will Take The Children Part 14: Light and Dark - Session 1
Pastor John Bendixen (WTB)

Scripture reference: Genesis 1:1-4 (NKJV); John 1:1-5 (NKJV); Isaiah 9:2 (TPT);
Matthew 4:12-17 (TPT); John 1:14 (NLT); John 1:9-13 (NLT); 2 Corinthians
6:14-7:1 (KJV); 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 (TPT); John 17:14-18 (NKJV)

Praise You, Lord. Hallelujah. Thank You, Lord, that the Holy Spirit is here today, and
in everything that we do in sound and in song, and the words that will be declared, |
pray Father, that it will be by the leading and the guiding of the Holy Spirit, to uplift
and exalt the Name of Jesus. |, thank You, Lord, that every day is an opportunity to
grow, and to change, and to walk in the Light. | pray that as we continue in the
service today, that we will understand more, what it takes to walk in the Light. Thank
you, Father, in Jesus’ name. Amen. You may or may be seated. Hallelujah.

Can you imagine what the sounds of heaven are going to sound like when we get
there? When the Creator of all music and all sound, there where we are in His
presence forever? Wow. | mean can you imagine what it will be like to, to worship
God? Without even thinking about it? Without even having anything else in your
spirit, other than just worship? That’s quite an amazing thought, hey? So, while we're
on earth you might as well practice because you're going to do it for eternity, you
know. Hallelujah. Praise the Lord.

So, what you're hearing in my throat is a post nasal drip and some things that are in
my head. My voice may sound a little more scratchy than normal today, but you'll
forgive me for that? Because the Word will make up for it? Amen. Paise the Lord.

Well, today | am going to minister on a question that many people have in their
hearts. This is a teaching that is under the direction of the Holy Spirit today. So,
before | do that, let me just say to you that next Sunday, which is the 20th, we will be
having a Sunday Service, a single service, on Sunday at nine o'clock, because many
people are going away. So, we're going to have nine o'clock, not half-past eight, nine
o'clock, Sunday Service. Then Christmas morning, we will have a digital Christmas
morning service. A special digital Christmas morning service for you, at nine o'clock.
So you tune in, and we are going to have a special digital Christmas service for you.

The Sunday after that which is Sunday the 27th, we will have a digital Sunday
service for you. Which will start at nine o'clock, and then don't forget Christmas Eve,
ag, on Christmas night, at seven o'clock, you can tune in to TBN, if you have DSTV.
You can tune in to TBN, and we are going to do a Special Christmas Service for the
country, at seven o'clock on TBN. Special Christmas Service, coming from Heritage
of Faith, Witbank. Praise the Lord. Hallelujah.

That’'s amazing because they gave us the time for free. [Pastor John laughing] |
phoned them and asked them if they got time, and they said, “Well, let's get back to
you.” They got back to me, and they said, “You can have seven o'clock Sunday
night?” “How much is it gonna cost?” (they answered) “For free, our Christmas gift to
you!” How amazing is that? Hallelujah. Praise the Lord. So, then that's Christmas
night.



Then, Sunday morning, of course, nine o'clock, again, digital service. Then New
Year's Eve at half-past 10, you can join Pastor Sharon and |, you can join us, praise
and worship and a special message that will lead you into the new year. It's only
about 45 minutes. If you want to stay up late, then you can do that, but we want to
actually give you some spiritual input, so that you can actually have your heart full of
the Word of God when you go into the New Year. Amen.

You will get all of this in an email, on WhatsApp. We will communicate this with you,
but I'm just letting you know. The first Sunday of the year, which | think is the third,
Sunday, the third of January. Again, nine o'clock in the morning, there will be a digital
service. Amen. Praise the Lord.

You'll get all of this, just wanted to give you that, so that you have those things in
your head and in your mind. Okay, so I'm going to talk to you about some things
today that are very important. Many people have questioned me about this subject
over the years. I'm still, we're still talking, / Will Take The Children, but my subtitle for
| Will Take The Children is Light and Dark. Walk in the Light. Walk in the Light.

Light, so that you know, the dictionary definition of walk in the Light is a noun, is the
natural agent that stimulates sight, and makes things visible. The natural agent that
stimulates light, and makes things visible. Light, if you break it down into photons
and electrons and all those kinds of things, is essentially, it's energy. Okay, so the
way they describe it...a natural agent that stimulates sight and makes things visible.
When you go down, and you look at some of the adjectives and some of the other
things that come under the dictionary of light, they say here, quite clearly,
understanding of a problem or mystery, enlightenment, or spiritual illumination by
divine truth. So, that's how they state it in the dictionary...spiritual illumination by
divine truth.

So, then, what is dark? Many people will say, black is dark. Well, black is actually not
a colour, you know that. Black is the absence of any colour. So, it's not a colour. It's
just the absence of any other colour - that makes it black. That's the same thing with
darkness. Darkness is not something that really exists, it's actually just an absence
of light, and that's what it says in the dictionary, the absence of light in a place. They
also, further on, make this other comment that there's something hidden from
knowledge, or mysterious. Darkness in that context is something that is hidden from
you, you can't see it.

| have to start from the beginning, but as to make a lot more sense to you, as | read
through the Scriptures today. Genesis, chapter one, verse 1-4, and I'm reading the
New King James Bible. 'In the beginning, God created the heavens and the
earth. | just want to make this point for your understanding, no one can actually
determine when the beginning was. In the beginning, one tends to kind of say, In
the beginning, God made the heavens and earth, then one thinks that actually,
the rest of the verses that follow, happen immediately after each other. You
understand that in eternity, there is no time. Because everything in eternity happens
at the speed of light. Everything that happens at light, one day in our time is equal to
1000 years. In other words, there is no time equivalent in light that we have in human
time. So, everything is pre-existent now, in light.



If you are light, and God said, Let there be Light, what He was saying is, Myself is
coming to the earth. Myself is coming, and in the beginning, God created the
heavens and the earth. In other words, He is saying, My Light, My pre-existing
eternal Self, is now going to come upon the earth. That's why | believe that science
and the Bible can live very well together because if you just understand that the
Bible, that the way we interpret the Bible, and the way that God is eternally, doesn't
limit our belief, it expands our belief, and actually, it's a foundation for our belief to
grow more. Hallelujah. Amen.

This happened, and then the second verse says *the earth was without form, and
void, and darkness was on the face of the deep. In other words, the pre-existing
God, that had Light and separate...made light, and Heaven and Earth meant that
when the earth was existent, it just means that the pre-existent Light of God wasn't
there. When there is no light, there is an absence, there is an absence of anything
that can make it live. Nothing lives without light. Nothing exists without the energy of
light.

So, although the sun gives us warmth and keeps our temperature on the earth at an
optimal temperature environment for man to be able to live here. The fact of the
matter is that nothing exists without light. | read a scientific article one day, that if
there was actually zero light from the sun, there was no warmth from the sun, the
resources that were on the earth that men could live with, and the temperature
changes, | think I'm open to correction here, but | think the article said something
like; “man could not live for more than three days or seven days or something like
that”. It was a very short space of time, and the human race would cease to exist.”

Just imagine this event happening, just imagine this event. | don't want to spend too
much time on this, but just imagine this event. The enemy of God, who was an angel
that came before the throne of God. That angels’ name was Lucifer, and he was
filled with the Light of God, he was also filled with the music of God, and all the
sounds of God. He decided; | will make my will as same as the will of God, and | will
raise myself and exalt myself to the same level as God.

Then there cannot be an existence of someone challenging the true source of all
things, even though you desire it, you can't be it. There is only one source of all
things. That is God. In that instance, the Bible says that he fell from heaven, like
lightning. What happened was; he was separated from the life of God and he was
separated from the Light of God, and a third of the angels that he persuaded to go
with him, they all separated from the Light.

In that separation, in the realm where they lived, there was no Light, there was no
life. You would say it was dark, it was void, and without any form, because there was
no place for the Light, and the Life of God there. Right? So, just for you to ponder, for
a few moments one day.

’The earth was without form, and void; and darkness was on the face of the
deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. *Then
God said, “Let there be Light”; and there was Light. Let My presence be there.
When He said, “Let my presence be there”, then His presence was there, Light.



‘And God saw the Light, that it was good; and God divided the Light from the
darkness (Genesis 1:1-4 KJV).

This was important for God to do, because He had to make a separation between
the things that happened in darkness, where His Light wasn't and the things that
happened in Light, where He was present. There can't be any creative force, there
can't be any life, there can't be any ongoing reproductive or productive anything
happening with the absence of light. You all with me this morning? Light and
darkness had to be separated because the two cannot exist together. Where Light is,
darkness cannot be. Darkness is only the absence of light. God actually said, “I'm
going to place it in such a way, that there is an end to light and there is the beginning
of darkness. Okay.

You understand that as a human being, as a created being that we are, along with
other created beings, God made space for us to live. He made space for us to be
productive, He made space for us to have a life. There are many things in this
equation, that science, thinking that they are disproving God and thinking that they
are actually proving evolution. If they just read Genesis 1 to 3, they would
understand that the space of time is not recorded, because it happened in eternity.
So, when they say something was, is a 100 million years old, in God, that is no time
at all because there's no time in light.

Therefore in darkness and where there is void and there is nothing going on there,
anything that lived in the light, before the darkness, and before the void happened,
that couldn't continue to exist. So, when they find things that existed, and they say,
“This is 100 million years old,” it's explainable through this Scripture, that they lived in
a place that later became dark and void and without any form. Where there was no
Light. Hallelujah.

If you want to know more about this, we preach a subject in Bible School that talks
about the speed of light, and all of that, and you can learn more. That's a plug for the
Bible school. Then we go to John chapter one, by the way, let me just say this, that
we've been running the Bible school, nationally and internationally for the last 17
years. Here in Witbank, we have graduated thousands of students and many of
them, a lot of them are pastors of churches, that have had no formal training until
they came here.

Many of the pastors will tell you that this Bible school has uplifted their ability to
minister to their communities, and has given them a standard and has given them
information and knowledge that they can touch the people that they minister to.
Hallelujah. So if you're part of Heritage of Faith, and you give your tithes and your
offerings, and you help us with the Bible school, you are a part of a great work that
has done great things across South Africa and across Africa. Thank you for that. It's
a good thing. It's a good thing. Amen.

Let me go back to John 1, for the third time. John chapter 1, verse 1, ! In the
beginning, in the beginning, was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made
through Him, and without Him, nothing was made that was made. *In Him was
life, and the life was the light of men. The life was the light of men. * And the light



shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it. (John 1:1-5
NKJV).

Because anything that lives in darkness cannot comprehend what happens in the
light. There is a separation, if you are in the darkness, that means that you are
absent, the ability to see; you are absent the ability to understand because you're
walking and living without light. There is a scripture that refers to this in Isaiah
chapter 9, verse 2, I'm reading this out of The Passion Translation, and it reads like
this, 2 Those who walked in darkness have seen a radiant light, shining upon
them. They once lived in the shadows of death but now a glorious light has
dawned (Isaiah 9:2 TPT).

That is talking about Jesus. That is a prophetic word that has come upon the Prophet
Isaiah, talking about the coming of Jesus. We read in Matthew 4, chapter 12 to 17.
Again, the same translation, > When Jesus heard that John the Baptizer had
been thrown into prison, he went back into Galilee. '* Jesus moved from
Nazareth to make his home in Capernaum, which is by Lake Galilee in the land
of Zebulun and Naphtali. “He did this to make the prophecy of Isaiah come
true: " Listen, you who live in the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali,
along the road to the sea and on the other side of the Jordan, and Galilee—the
land of non-Jewish peoples! That is the land of everywhere else. Okay. '® You
who spend your days shrouded in darkness can now say, We have seen a
brilliant Light.” And those who live in the dark shadow land of death can now
say, “The Dawning Light arises on us.” ' From that time on Jesus began to
proclaim his message with these words: “Keep turning away from your sins
and come back to God, for heaven’s kingdom realm is now accessible.
(Matthew 4:12-17 TPT).

In other words, when Jesus became flesh and He started to live amongst us, He
became a visible expression of light and life. Those of you who kept living in the
shroud of darkness, you don't have to make that choice anymore to live there, you
now have an option. The option is to walk in the Light. How many of you want to walk
in the Light? You don’t want darkness, right? There is nothing going on in darkness,
it's void. It has nothing, there's no substance there. There's nothing there of any
benefit to anybody. Just a nothing place to be. It has got to be one of the worst
things that you can have in your life is a nothing place to be, right?

Come on, everybody in the world is actually desiring to be in a place of purpose, in a
place of productivity, in a place of success. Because the alternative is a nothing
place to be; which is just a survival place. It's a nothing place.

| read to you, John, chapter one, verse 14, and then I'm going to go back and read
the verses that came before John chapter 14, just because of the way that this
message is structured today. John one, verse 14. Remember, | read in Isaiah, so
John one, verse 14, says, “The Word became human and made His home
among us. He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness. So in this light, this
Word, He is full of love, unfailing love and faithfulness.

If I were to ask you today, what is the greatest quality that you would desire in a
person that you had anything to do with, in your life? Would you not say unfailing



love and faithfulness? Right? Because on the foundation of unfailing love and
faithfulness, you can build if you have a failing love, and you have unfaithfulness,
you can't build there because you're uncertain of the future. Isn’t that right?

Unfailing love and faithfulness. And we have seen His glory and the glory of
the Fathers one and only Son (John 1:14 NLT). Now I'm going to go back and
read from verse 9 to 13, which is the preceding scripture to the one I've just read.

*The one who is the true light, who gives light to everyone was coming into the
world. "’He came into the very world He created, but the world didn't recognize
Him. Will you all say that with me? Didn't recognize Him. If you're in darkness, you
can't recognize the Light. If you choose to stay in darkness, you can't recognize
Light. Hey? ""He came to His own people, and they, even they rejected Him.
2But to all who believed Him, and accepted Him, He gave the right to become
children of God. So, if you don't recognize what the Light is, you don't recognize
life, you can't become a child of God.

One of the previous scriptures, | just read to you, the kingdom realm has come to
you. ®They are reborn, not with a physical birth, resulting from human passion,
or plan, but birth that comes from God (John 1:9-13 NLT). Are we clear, now that
actually, there is a place of living that you can live, that's in Light. There is a place of
recreated, reborn spirit that recognizes God and chooses to live there? This is a
good place to be if you're in that place. If you're not in that place, then it means
you're rejecting the Light and therefore you can't see.

Before | go into the next passage of scripture, | want to just ask you a rhetorical
question. If | switched up off these lights, and we sat in complete darkness, would
you choose that, as a way of life, to live in darkness without sight or would you rather
want to actually be where the Light is? It's a no brainer, right? Even if you are in a
house and you go to bed at night, you don't really want complete darkness, because
you might want to get up in the night and go to the bathroom, or something else
might happen. Even though some people say you want complete, complete
darkness. | know some people even sleep with, like things over their eyes because
they want complete darkness. Reality is when they wake up, and they need to do
something, they need light, and they want light, so that they can see what they're
doing.

We know that even in the natural world, you would choose light as your platform that
you would want to live in, you wouldn't willingly choose darkness.

[Pastor John talking to the team] Has someone got nearby, the dimmer switch for
these lights? Can | just dim the lights, just dim the lights for me, please? But slowly,
don't dim them too fast. But slowly, who is where the dimmer is? Who's hearing me?
Is someone hearing me? Now they dimmed it up. So if you can dim it down, dim it
down, and keep dimming it down, please. More? Well, that was a bit quick. Anyway.
So | can't make it too dark. Because we have to switch off the television lights, you
can turn the lights up again, slowly.

You see, as the lights come in, you'll begin to see more definition, the results of what
your eyes are created to see, you begin to see better, more clearer. When the lights



go down. It's not so it's not so dramatic. Or when the light starts to fade, it's not so
dramatic, it just happens gradually, until you're no longer able to see.

If I was the enemy of God, my strategy would be not to remove all light from your life
in one shot, my strategy would be to make the light grow dimmer and dimmer in your
life so that you can’t tell the difference from what you were able to see to what you
can see. So then what happens is you begin to settle for “I'm just happy, there's a bit
of light. ’'m happy it's not completely dark.” But actually, you're not even aware that
you had this great brilliant light that you're walking in, and now you're just walking for
a settled, “At least it's not dark.”

Because the enemy would know, the enemy of God would know that if he made it so
dramatic and so quick, that you would immediately say, “Hey, what's wrong? What's
wrong? What's going on? Why? Why is it so dark all of a sudden?” You would action
it immediately, you would do something about it, but if it happens slowly, you
wouldn't do? You wouldn't act on it immediately.

Here is the big, big question that dominates a lot of our Christian life. It's written in
this book of Corinthians, chapter 14. I'm going to read all through to the first verse of
the next chapter. And this is what it says, “Be you not unequally yoked together
with unbelievers? For what fellowship has righteousness with
unrighteousness? So, righteousness is light, and righteousness is dark. And what
communion has light with darkness? 'SAnd what concord has Christ with
Belial? Or the devil? Or what part hath he that believeth with an infidel, a
believer with a non-believer? '®And what agreement has the temple of God with
idols? For you are the temple of the living God and God has said, | will dwell in
them, and walk in them, and | will be their God, and they shall be My people.
"Wherefore come out from among them, and be separate (2 Corinthians
6:14-17 KJV).

What did God do, right in the beginning? He separated the Light from the darkness.
So what's He saying? I'm living in you. You now become Light. You need to separate
from those who don't have Light and who walk in darkness. Come on. Now. This is a
pattern of God, this is not a pattern of something that is just, you know, we've
discovered it today or in the last 100 years, this is the pattern of God, from eternity
before we were even thought about.

Okay, | will be their God they shall be My people. "Wherefore come out from
among them, and be separate, says the Lord, and touch not the unclean thing.
BAnd | will receive you and will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons
and daughters says the Lord Almighty, having, therefore, the verse one of the
next chapter, 'Having, therefore, these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse
ourselves from filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear
of God (2 Corinthians 6:14-18 KJV, 7:1 TPT).

Alright, I'm going to read this to you from the Passion Translation. This will give you a
really nice, quick description in a different, more modern language and just help you
understand it better. “Don't continue to team up with unbelievers in mismatched
alliances, for what partnership is there between righteousness and rebellion (2
Corinthians 6:14 TPT). So what is darkness, it's rebellion against light.



Whenever anybody's really stubborn in their hearts, and they say, “I refuse to give
God any acknowledgement in my life, or | really want to do this, and I'm going to do
this. | don't care what anybody else says, including God, because | want to do what |
want to do.” That is darkness and it’s rebellion because it's rebelling against truth. Ja,
neh? Hey, don't look at me like that. We've all been there.

Maybe you were even there this morning, and this morning, you might have even
had the thought, “I don't think I'll go to church today. | don't care what anybody thinks
about it. I'll do what | want to do. I'll go to church when | want to go to church and let
no one say anything about that.”

Come on, this is not something that happens, one time in your life, “I made Jesus
Lord and Savior of my life, and now and forever, | am walking in the Light and | will
always make the right Light choice.” No, you are going to have to face yourself, that
old nature, every now and again it pops its head up in rebellion and wants to say, ‘I
think I'll choose the darkness.” But you're not really thinking in those terms. “I think I'll
choose the darkness.” The devil wouldn't present it to you like that. He would present
it to you of, “It's just your own will, do your own thing.”

When you think you're doing your own will, and I'm doing my own thing, you're
actually choosing darkness and rebellion. You are choosing that, you are not saying
it's my will. So, | said this in Joburg last week, I'm going to say it again, it's the only
time I'm going to say it. This is Pastor Sharon's revelation, now it's mine, but | give
her credit for getting this revelation from God.

We always think that there are three wills; there’s the devil's wills, there's God's will,
and there's my will. That's just simply not true. Subconsciously, we have been led to
believe if | do my will, there is my will and there is place for my will, and it's not the
devil's will, but it's also not God's will.

No, when you choose your will, it is the devil’s will because whenever it's your will,
you're not choosing God's will. So, there is no three wills, there's only one of two
choices, but the devil doesn't want you to think that way. He wants you to think - just
choose your own will, because in your own will, everybody's got a will and everybody
has the right to do what they want to do.

Didn't Jesus say, you are the temple of the living God, and He will walk in you and
He will be a God to you. So, therefore actually, why would you choose to walk in
darkness when you can choose to walk in light? Well, of course it's because the devil
deceives you into thinking that your own will is okay. If you go back to the beginning,
and you see God made Adam and Eve and He gave them a will, the only choice was
not to choose their own will, but for their own will to choose dark or light. Ja. Here’s
the good news. The good news is that when you receive Jesus in your life, and in
your heart, He gives you the strength to keep choosing holiness or righteousness.
That's why He can say, “You must be holy.” Be perfect in the fear of God and then
you'll be holy.

Anyway, let me start again, and I'll read through it, see if | can get through it without
elaborating on it. ' Don’t continue to team up with unbelievers in mismatched



alliances, for what partnership is there between righteousness and rebellion?
Who could mingle light with darkness? '* What harmony can there be between
Christ and Satan? Or what does a believer have in common with an
unbeliever? '®* What friendship does God’s temple have with demons? For
indeed, we are the temple of the living God, just as God has said: | will make
my home in them and walk among them | will be their God, and they will be my
people. " For this reason, “Come out from among them and be separate,” says
the Lord “Touch nothing that is unclean, and | will embrace you. ® | will be a
true Father to you, and you will be my beloved sons and daughters,” says the
Lord Yahweh Almighty. (2 Corinthians 6:14-18 TPT).

Verse one of the next chapter, 'Beloved ones, with promises like these, and
because of our deepest respect and worship of God, we must remove
everything from our lives that contaminates body and spirit, and continue to
complete the development of holiness within us (2 Corinthians 7:1 TPT).

Okay, some important questions that people ask me is, how does this relate to
friends? How does this relate to business? How does this relate to everything that
we do in our lives? If this scripture says, be separate? Okay, I'll answer you by using
another scripture and then I'll expand on this.

This is John chapter 17 verse 14-18. ' | have given them Your word, this is Jesus
praying for us, | have given them Your word; and the world has hated them
because they are not of the world, just as | am not of the world. * | do not pray
that You should take them out of the world... (John 14:15 NKJV) Why? Because
your body gives you the right to live in this world. If your body ceases to exist, you're
not in this world anymore, and it is only through your body that you can be in this
world. Jesus is saying, I'm not asking you to take them out of the world, because
then they would go to heaven. Right? Are you all with me now?

15 _..but that You should keep them from the evil one. In other words, keep them
from the darkness that's in the world. If '® they are not of the world, just as | am
not of the world. ' Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. '* As You
sent Me into the world, | also have sent them into the world (John 17:14-18
NKJV).

On the one hand, He's saying, be separate from the world, but you must go out into
the world. Huh? So, what God is, is clearly telling us that there is a level of
engagement that we must have with the world, but we can't afford for what the world
has to be in us. We can be in this world, and we must go after this world, but we
can't allow the world to be in us. Huh? So, if Jesus said, I'm not asking you to take
them out of the world, but | am asking You, Father, to keep them from the evil one
that's in the world. In other words, when they're in this world, I'm asking you to
preserve their walk in the Light. I'm asking you to preserve them, that they walk in
the Spirit of Christ Jesus that has been born in them, and so that they have nothing
of the darkness.

So now, it's a real challenge in terms of friendships and relationships. That if you
have friends that are not Christians, they have not made Jesus Lord and Savior of
their life, and you have got friends, how do you continue to be friends with him?



Huh? It's a challenge, right? Yeah. Because when you walk into their lives, and you
are fully committed to Jesus. Now, | need to make this distinction because if you are
not fully committed to Jesus, then there's a level of darkness that you are walking in
that says, “| have chosen my own will and my own will does not want Jesus to be
part of this part of my life.” What you're actually doing, is you're denying the very
power of life that's in you. You're denying that power to change who you touch.
Okay.

The best example, one of the best examples, | can give you, is when | was in the
military, | went into the military and | had to do two years worth of service there.
When | was living among them. Can you see that I'm in the light, those that have not
made Jesus Lord and Savior are in the dark. | have no option, but to live with them.
Jesus says, “I'm not asking you to take them out to the world, but to preserve them
from the evil one.” | have to keep making sure that I'm living in light and the light
sustains me, | don't allow their darkness to infect me.

| don't allow their ways, their thinking, and their things that go on with them, to infect
me. | must keep fueling my spirit man with Life and Light, so that whenever I'm in the
darkness, my Light shines stronger than the darkness. | can't allow the darkness, |
can't allow a dimming effect to happen in my life. Right? Because if | allow the
dimming effect to happen in the light, in my life, then what happens is that, ultimately,
| walk in darkness with them because we, we suddenly agree with each other. We
suddenly understand each other because they're in the dark and they don't want me
to walk in the light, because when | walk in the light, it actually offends them.
Because they can't see what | see and they can't have what | have because if | walk
in the light, and they walk in the dark, then actually the Light that is in me, is
confronting the dark that is in them all the time. Right?

So, if | allow the Light to dim in my life, so that I'm closer to the darkness, than to the
Light, then actually | get on well with everybody that's in the dark. Because they are
choosing to live in the dark and I'm choosing to live in the same darkness that they
live in, which is absent Light. Absent real life, and absent fellowship with God. So,
that's not a decision that happens immediately. It happens over time. When | was in
High school, | had to make a decision in High school, whether | was going to mingle
with the right crowd, or preserve the Light in me, as a teenager. I've said this before,
fortunately, or whatever you want to say about it. | had enough engagement with the
world because of my sporting stuff that | did.

But let me tell you, when it came to break times, and to things where you go and sit
and eat lunch with friends, right? Classmates, | didn't have any. | didn't have any, |
had people that knew me. We knew each other. | had some, some other Christians
that were either younger than me or older than me, that | would from time to time
have some fellowship with, but for the most part, | didn't really have any, any real
people that | could say, “Yes, | made a good friend at school.” Because the majority
of people that | was connecting with in sports teams, and everywhere else, they all
lived in darkness. They were pursuing their own plan for their life with everything that
they had.

When | went into the military, | found the same thing happening there. | had to fuel

my spirit constantly with the Word of God, and with the life of God, because | was
living in darkness, twenty-four seven. They all wanted me to be like them, but when |
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went to bed at night, and | would take my Bible before | went to bed at night, | would
take my Bible and read it. | would, | did this on purpose. | don't have to do that now,
but at that time, | did it on purpose. | would kneel next to my bed, and | would pray. |
would pray a long time.

| wouldn't just do like, you see the movies, where people sit next to their bed like this
(Pastor John standing with his hand in prayer position) and bless daddy and bless
mommy and bless everybody else, then thank You, Lord, Amen. Then it's over. |
would sit at the edge of my bed or kneel at the edge of my bed or side of my bed and
| would sit there and | would read the Bible and close my eyes and pray and would
read the Bible and close my eyes and pray. | did it on purpose because | wanted
everybody to understand, this is my choice. This is my life.

All of those people, while we were training, we did a whole year of training, they
persecuted me endlessly. They did many little things to upset my life and in some
occasions, you know, they got so offended by my walk with God, that they did stupid
things to me. Baptize me with beer, try to make me drink with them, you know. |
mean, just do stupid things, at me, all the time, say nasty comments, exclude me
from things, because | walked in the Light.

But when we got through our year of training, and we found ourselves in war, it's
amazing how many of those same guys would come and sit in my bed and come
and say, before anything would happen the next day, John, will you read the Bible to
us? And will you pray for us, please? To the point that they eventually went to a
Commanding officer, and they asked the Commanding officer to prevent, to please
not let the denominational preacher come and do any prayer parades. They asked if
| could do the prayer parades and read the Bible to them every morning because
when they were persecuting me for a whole year, my Light stayed strong.

When the second year came and we were seeing lots of action and things were
happening, they wanted the Light because they could see the authenticity of the
Light that was in me, this was not a religious practice. This was not about
ceremonies, this was not about things that are said, but not lived. This is not about
trying to preach a sin message, that you must repent from and that's the strength of
our hold that we have over people that you are sinners, and the only place you can
be free is if you come to the church and you give money to the church. | lived my life
in the Light. Whenever they saw the Light, and they saw this Light cannot be
extinguished. Doesn't matter how much we persecute this Light, it doesn't matter
how much we come against this Light, this Light cannot be extinguished. The Light is
strong in this one. Huh?

Because the strength of my light continued, it created a separation with the
darkness, but that was intentional by God because when the time came, and
darkness was about to consume their lives, they came back to the Light.

When | got married to my wife, I'm giving you another example. | got married to my
wife, everybody that had marriages around me and friends, they all wanted to tell me
what marriage is all about. They would say things like, as long as you keep the bag
happy. You know, or the old lady. As long as you keep her happy, and don't do
anything really negative, you'll be alright. Every man understands there's some
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things, that you just got to just keep the old lady happy. As long as you keep doing
that, as a minimum, you can live your life.

Don't shut me down because I'm preaching good now. But, | didn't want their
standard of marriage. | wanted the standard of marriage that was in the Light, that
the Bible said | could have, and so, | started to pursue what the Bible said my
marriage could be like, not what everybody else said, marriage is like. Many people,
and especially men, said, “Well, if you're a man, then this is how men must be in
family and be in marriage. This is the kind of emotion a man must show or not show.
This is the kind of behaviour a man must have or not have.” Because in our culture,
my dad did it and his dad did it and | saw all the men that they connected with, they
all did it. It becomes a culturally processed behaviour pattern through generations,
because my dad did it and | must do it. | have a behaviour pattern.

It's like when families come together, the men gather together around the car and
they kick the tires and they talk about the engine and all that kind of stuff, because
the girls are in the kitchen and the men must talk about cars and kick the wheels.
Right?

| mean, I'm giving you a small example of how culturally, our behaviour patterns can
be impacted by other men, as a man that says, this is how your family must behave.
This is how you must be in the family and so that has a direct impact in the way that
you connect and communicate with your wife, because you carry those things with
you. So, when | was connecting to other marriages and other men in marriages, they
were telling me what their cultural value systems had all given them, and they had
been passed down to them, and they wanted to pass it down to me. | said, No, |
don't want your cultural value systems in my marriage, | want the Word of God, |
want the Light to be my portion.

So now, if the Light leads me to your behaviour pattern, then I'll say let's do this
together, but if the Light leads me to do something else, then I'm going to do
something different. So, | did something different. I've been married for nearly 40
years, in a couple of months and I'm still in love with the same woman. I'm still
having intimacy with the same woman, the only one and only woman I've ever had
intimacy with for 40 years and no other no other woman has ever tempted me to
change my mind on that. The reason for that is because the life lives in me, the Light
lives in me and shows me how to live. I’'m preaching really good today.

So, when it says, when we talk about, | Will Take The Children, and this whole
message has been about | Will Take The Children, there is plenty of opinion in all of
your friends, and all of your family that says you cannot be so different in the way
that you raise your kids as we raised our kids, because that's the way it's got to be
done. So, if you want the darkness of the way people say you must raise your kids to
be your children's portion, then go ahead and go and just give every generational
bad behaviour baggage that you have walked in, give it onto them. Let them walk
with it and let them live with it all of their grown-up life’s, but you can say it stops
here. You can choose life for yourself. You can choose Light for yourself. Amen.

How does this apply to business? So, | ask you this question. If I'm a Christian, and
I've made Jesus the Lord and Saviour of my life, but actually I'm living for myself. |
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want to just make money, make money, make money, make money, and | don't
really care how | want to make money, but now | am a born again, Christian.
Remember this thing about | choose my own will.

Alright. So, my own will, I've been taught by my father and my father's father and
other people | connected with, is that; “Hey, listen, as long as, you know, it's
profitable, do it. It doesn't matter if you've got to corrupt somebody, bribe somebody,
do something else. Just do the deal and make the profit.” Okay, “I'm a Christian, but
actually, my value system is very messed up.” Come on. Are you with me?

Now, I'm a Christian, but I'm actually walking in the Light and I'm living to have Jesus
in my heart and I'm wanting to do everything Jesus is telling me. Which is a system
that says; “I'm not going to corrupt anybody, I'm not going to bribe anybody, I'm not
going to do anything like that. I'm going to live, I'm going to pay my creditors on time,
I'm going to be an honest, upright, straight businessman.” You with me?

Now, | come to another person who is an unbeliever, but this person hasn't made
Jesus Lord and Savior of their life, but they have been raised in a value system
where they have the same values that are in the Bible. They're honest, they don't
bribe anybody, they pay everybody on time, and they don't make contracts that they
can’t fulfil. Remember we used to live in a society - well, certainly the early years of
my life anyway, and my father's life. We used to live in a society that if you talked
about a deal and you came to a deal, it would be like this; “Empie, you and me, we
agree, we shake hands, when we shake hands and we agree on the deal, that's it.”
My word is my word, his word is his word, and we will not deviate from it. We don't
need a legal contract. We don't need any lawyers to preside. We're two honest men
doing an honest deal and that's the way life was conducted. Right?

Now, if you find a man like that, that you do business with, but he has not made
Jesus the Lord and Savior of his life, but he's got those value systems. | would go so
far as to say that he's value systems are in the Light. Right? But now, if you want to
interpret this Scripture and say; “What can | do with anybody that's never made
Jesus Lord and Savior in their life?” Then you are in danger of doing business with a
corrupted Christian.

Who would you rather do business with? A corrupted Christian or an incorruptible
non-Christian? That's a no-brainer. I'd rather do business with someone that's faithful
and that lives in a level of unconditional, “My word is my word.” Right? | judge who
I'm doing business with, by my Light and if his business practice measures up to the
Light, I'll do business with the Light.

But if his business practice, even though we can talk Christian; “Ja, | went to that
church years ago, and | watched, you know, | watch TV church every Sunday, when
| can, when | feel like it, when I'm not playing golf, you know. I'm a Christian, and |
listen to Christian music,” “Oh, ja! | know. | know Hillsong, | know Bethel,” and now
people are going to talk about Heritage of Faith Worship. “Ja, | know that. Ja, | know
that. | know that, you know.”

Actually, the guy is as skeef (skew, not straight) as you can get them. You know, |
mean, his life is like this [Pastor John waves his hand to and fro]. Wherever the flow
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goes. It's just skeef. You know, there's nothing straightforward about the guy.
Everything is a hidden motive, and it's rounded words, and he doesn't commit to
anything, and he's always changing the rules, and he's always got some things going
on there. Who would you rather do business with? | don't want to do business with a
guy like that. He'll take my shirt and my underpants and leave me standing with
nothing. “Oh, but we're Christians.”

No, no, your behaviour is a dark behaviour, sir. You have chosen to live in the
darkness even though you are a Christian. I'd rather have someone who chooses to
live in Light, and then later, they have a chance to become a Christian because your
Light speaks to his value system, and he says, “Ah, you know, you're not one of
those Christians that...” Unfortunately, Christianity has a bad reputation, because too
many skeef Christians.

Nobody wants to do business with a Christian, because they think that they can do
anything, because the Bible says, and they use the scripture; “All things, | can do all
things, and everything is permissible for me, even though not everything is
profitable.” They changed the whole scripture and say, “I'll make it permissible and
profitable.” Come on. Today, you're getting great, great wisdom today. You’re getting
a great message today. You're allowed to say, “Amen,” today.

When it comes to relationships, if you're a woman, who gets born again and Jesus is
living in your heart and you're living with a man who is not a Christian, but is a good
man. What do you do according to this scripture? You don't divorce him. Unless he
says, “Hey, you have become a different woman because you walk in the Light and
so | want nothing to do with you.” Because maybe you make a decision; oh, we used
to party and drink together and we did whatever business deals you did, | was part of
it. You know, like, when you have after hour dinners and things and they used to
drink and dance and do all kinds of stuff. Now she's walking in the Light, she's
making different decisions and then he says, “This is not the woman | married and so
| want to divorce you.” The Bible is clear; if you're such a woman, then divorce him,
let him divorce you. Let's put it that way; let him divorce you, and it’s vice versa.

| can tell you, there’s a man that has gone on to be with Jesus now and he was a
minister in America. He was a man that really inspired me and | was fortunate
enough to meet him. He was a really top businessman, made a lot of money and he
met a woman that wanted his high-money-life. She wanted to be in the country club,
she wanted to live in the best places, she wanted the best cars and she wanted to be
a society woman.

He met Jesus and he made Jesus the Lord of his life. He asked her and he begged
her to please come with him to church and she said, “No, | don't want to.” As time
went by, he began to change. He didn't want to go and do stuff with the country club
guys anymore. She said, “You’'ve become a different man. You don't want to be a
society guy.” He was still making a lot of money and in the meantime, God called him
to preach. Now, he kept his business going, but he went and started preaching.

She didn't want to come with him, so she divorced him and he lived without a partner
in his life for something like 30 years because he really loved that woman. She
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divorced him because she didn't want what he had, but God eventually gave him a
partner. You know, and some of it was just about him personally.

What am | saying to you? I'm just saying to you; when you choose to walk in the
Light, there is a wisdom that comes with walking in the Light. The wisdom is that you
live with people, but you don't let the darkness that they live in, infect you.
Sometimes when it comes to business, you've got to make a decision how you're
going to do business, where you're going to do business, and you're going to make a
stand for what you do in the Light. Because in the moment, it might not seem to be
profitable, but if you live for God, He will make it profitable for you, He will make it
worth your while. In the end, you will be the one who makes the money, and you will
find things happen to you; that favor comes to you, blessing comes to you, business
deals come to you, that don't come to other people and suddenly things will begin to
change.

This doesn't happen overnight and unfortunately, some people think it happens
overnight. It doesn't happen overnight. It takes time for the Light to get strong in you.
It takes time for you to know this situation, that situation, all the different things that
we face in life; this is how | let my Light shine, this is how | speak my words, this is
how | handle my family. You don't go to your family next week and say the pastor
said | must have nothing to do with your culture. You go to your family, you love
them and you don't even tell them that, that this culture is a generational thing that
you don't want.

You just slowly let the Word of God change you and they'll begin to see the Light has
changed you. As the Light changes you, you might have some times where they
don't want to have anything to do with you. But | promise you, when things go wrong
in their life, they will come running right back to you and that will be the time when
you can restore a relationship.

I'm out of time, | could preach a lot longer this morning. | know you want me to
preach all day today, because this is really relevant. So, this is why we say; God will
have the children. This is a season where God is saying, “| Will Take The Children. |
don't want them to be part of the world system, | don’t want them to be raised the
way the darkness has raised so many of our children, because | need a generation
of Light-walkers. | need a generation of Light-bringers. | need a generation of
Light-truth-speakers that are going to be able to stand in the darkness and say; we
know what the Light is and the darkness has got no place in us.”

Hallelujah. Won’t you stand to your feet, please? Hallelujah. Praise the Lord. Did you
get something from this message today? Hallelujah. Praise the Lord. Put your hand
on your chest like this and say; I'm a son of God. | walk in the Light. | don't walk in
darkness. Hallelujah. Praise the Lord.

Father, | pray that all Your children will have the wisdom and the understanding of
how to walk in the Light day by day, moment by moment, business deal, families,
relationships, they will have wisdom and understanding. You will bless them and
keep them and protect them, in Jesus’ name. As they go on holiday or do various
things, | pray that Your Word and the blood of Jesus surrounds them and protects
them and brings them back to us safely and | ask You to give Your angels charge
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over them, Father, and bless them in all of their doing and all of they're going, in
Jesus’ name. And you all say; Amen. Thank you for coming to church.

16



13 December 2020 | Will Take The Children Part 14: Light and Dark - Session 2
Pastor John Bendixen (WTB)

Scripture reference: Genesis 1:1-4 (NKJV); John 1:1-5 (NKJV); Isaiah 9:2 (TPT);
Matthew 4:12-17 (TPT); John 1:14 (NLT); John 1:9-13 (NLT); 2 Corinthians
6:14-7:1 (KJV); 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 (TPT); John 17:14-18 (NKJV)

Praise You Lord. Praise You, praise You, praise You Jesus, praise You Lord, praise
You Lord, praise You Lord. Thank You, Lord, for your goodness towards us. Thank
You that You are so great and mighty in our lives. Thank You that You love us
unconditionally, faithfully and with everything that You have You give to us Father.
We are so grateful that You gave us Jesus and You give us life. Father | pray that as
we continue in the service today, that we will experience more of Your life, more of
Your goodness those places within us that desire to change and to be more like You
and do more things that You would do if You were in our bodies. We thank You Lord
that in the service today we are led and guided by the Holy Spirit to lift high the name
of Jesus, to praise the name of Jesus. We thank You for it today Lord. In Jesus’
name, amen.

Hallelujah. You may be seated. Praised the Lord. Wonderful, wonderful sound, and
song. Glory to God. Hallelujah. Like | was saying, in the first service, and Garth
already mentioned to it, alluded to it. Can you imagine what it's going to be like to be
in heaven, when you are in the presence of the Creator who created all sound and
all song? In His presence, it’s like infinitely, it's always there.

If you consider the fact that actually eternity is without time and it is without
measurement and so when you worship for a day, a 1000 years goes by. In other
words, there's no measurement of time. So worship will be endless, continuous
forever. You won't even know that it's actually already 2000 or 5000 years, because
there's no limit to what you can do. It's quite some thinking?

| was having this conversation with somebody just the other day. | was saying, you
know that if you live in God's world, you live in God's world...Jesus died two days
ago. But actually in God's world, there are no days, so He just died. You know, here
on earth, we think it's like, oh, my word. And you know, all the signs of the times, and
everybody's prophesying, because this blood moon this, and because Donald Trump
this, and now the capital of Israel has been recognized as Jerusalem and
everybody's prophesying about everything, and Jesus before He left, He said, and so
just to be clear, nobody knows anything about the future, in terms of God's return
other than the Father. Even me, son, | don't know. Only the Father knows. Yet we on
earth want to prophesy and tell everybody about when He's coming.

That's why | don’t do it. It's sensational stuff. You know... “Ah the Bible says, and did
you see Donald Trump said that? And now the Chinese government said this, and
ancient Persia is this, and ancient Persia is Iran and Iran and Israel. That's why bla
bla bla.” Sensational stuff. But nobody knows. Not even Jesus.

Everybody wants to know, when is it going to happen? Nobody knows. Nobody

knows. So why getting into all of that? | live in a continual state of, daily Jesus is
arriving in my world. I'm going to preach about this in the not too distant future.
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Hopefully, in the New Year, the Lord will release me to do this because there's just
so much stuff that is so ridiculous.

If you're living in Jesus every day, and I'm going to preach on the ‘light’ in a moment,
but I'm already preaching, but anyway, you know. When you live in the light, and
you're Enoch. Just imagine you’re Enoch and you're living in the light, and you're
having a relationship with God. Enoch is walking on the earth, and he's talking to
God, and he's talking to God, and he's on the earth in this human body, and he's
talking to God and him and God are having such sweet conversation and they're
having such a sweet time that the next minute, Enoch doesn't even know it, but he's
in heaven. His body just collapsed somewhere, but he didn't even know that his body
collapsed. He didn't even know it because he was so connected to God, that when
his body stopped breathing, he didn't even know it because he was immediately
walking into the spirit realm in the kingdom of God, in the heavens. The Bible says,
we must live like Jesus is coming tomorrow, but also like He is coming back in a 100
years.

Why does He talk like this? Because if you live every day in communion with Jesus
having an expectation that Jesus is part of your world, then you're always expectant
that Jesus is going to be part of your world. If the time comes when it's the time, you
won't even know it, you'll just be walking in a new place with Jesus. What does it
matter whether the signs are there or not? My sign is I'm walking with Jesus. My sign
is I'm living in the Kingdom of God with Him right now. My sign is I'm doing
everything that He tells me to do right now. Well, I'm endeavoring to do that and vice
versa, you know, | walk with Jesus. When the time comes and it's a time that
everything's going to come to a new, whatever that looks like.

I'm going to give you a little teaser, so you come back. There’s a lot of stuff that is
being said about a lot of things. It's not for me to judge what people are saying that
it's not what they've studied, and they believe what they say for sure, otherwise, they
wouldn't be preaching it. But for me, it's a very simple life and I've always lived my
life like this. | remember when | was a teenager. | said to the Lord, one day, | said,
“Lord this is not going to be fair if You come and I'm like, 19 now and I've been to the
army, and | want to live my life, and | want to meet a girl, | want to marry her, and |
want to have kids, it won't be fair that I've lived 19 years, and now You come; and |
don't experience any of that good stuff.

Because everybody was telling me when | was 19, that Jesus is coming tomorrow,
Jesus is coming tomorrow. Don't go to a moviehouse and go and watch movies. This
was in my world, the church in my days, don't even go watch a movie, because if
Jesus comes while you're in the movie, you're not going with. That's what they used
to preach. You know? So like, you know, “Alright | won’t go to the movies.” | mean,
that's like, everybody lives like Jesus coming back tomorrow. | used to say, “Joh it's
not fair, | got to this whole life like this, and all the good things You promised me I'm
not only going to get there.” It was a little bit naive, but innocently, in my teenage
years, it was a real thing with God. Now understand that if you live every day with
Him, it doesn't really matter.
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The goodness of Him and the goodness of what He is actually is so great and
beautiful and amazing. So wonderful, and so much full of life, that actually, what
does it matter when He is coming, how He is coming?

I’'m already giving you too much information, knowledge. I've got to break it down
first. And then I'll tell you all about Daniel's seventh week and the book of Revelation,
and all of that stuff. I'll tell you the real story. Would you like that? I've never really
preached on that ever in the church, you know. It's about time. Yeah, it's about time.
| know it's time. Yeah, I've been telling Sharon, it's about time. Because there's so
much other stuff there that's on TV and books and many things that you'd swear the
Antichrist is already here.

This week, | must tell you, a man, | really respect him, one of a very prominent
person, this week got accused in the courts or accused by an ethics committee for
praying. Not going to say much about it. Except that he said vaccines shouldn't
necessarily be, nobody should be, what's the word? It shouldn't be a forced thing
that everybody must have vaccines because he said nobody should have the mark
of the beast. So, somebody has told him something. A very, very prominent man in
our country said this week on national, national news. Really? Really? Like God is
not going to tell you and me if the mark of the beast is in a vaccine? Come on.
Listen, | respect that man very much. | do, | have a lot of respect for him. But on that
matter he is just wrong.

But that's because some theologian has told him that story. | don’t blame him for
what he thinks. The thing | respect and admire about him is that he, and he makes
no apology for his faith and his walk with God. He also made a statement. He said,
“Yeah, everybody who challenges me for praying in public.” He said, “Yeah, it's
because | pray in the name of Jesus.” He said, “If | was offering any other prayer, it
would be okay. But it's because I'm praying in the name of Jesus that now it's a
problem.” And he said, “I will not change what | believe and what | pray and who |
pray to, for anybody.” | respect that. | respect that. Amen. Hallelujah.

| have to make an announcement to you today. That announcement is, as of next
week, we will have one service and it will be at nine o'clock. Everybody say, next
Sunday, nine o'clock. One service. [Congregation repeats after Pastor John] Okay.
Because people are going away on leave. We'll just put everybody in one service.

That's next Sunday. Then, between the Sundays, there's a very special event that
happens. It's Christmas. On Christmas morning, nine o'clock. What time is church
happening, next Sunday morning? Nine o'clock, Christmas morning. You will have a
digital Christmas service available to you in your home with your friends, with your
family, wherever you might be, at nine o'clock, we will broadcast a special service,
Christmas service to all of you. Amen, it's going to be really cool. | know, I've already
preached the message. Praise the Lord. Christmas evening, seven o'clock, you can
tune into TBN and watch Heritage of Faith, have a special Christmas service with the
whole nation, Seven o'clock, Christmas Eve, Christmas night. Christmas night, seven
o'clock.

So Christmas, you're going to have two special services, you're going to watch nine
o'clock in the morning, on YouTube or on the website or Instagram or whatever and
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then you're going to tune into TBN. And you're going to watch another different
complete message for the Nation. Amen. Praise the Lord. Okay, so that's Christmas.
Then immediately after Christmas, there's another Sunday, that Sunday, the service
will be nine o'clock and it will be digital, it will not be here. It will be broadcast at nine
o'clock on Sunday, | think it's the 27™. Right?

Then you have, after that you have New Year's Eve 10h30 you can get onto
YouTube or onto the website. And you can enjoy a New Years entrance into the New
Year, digitally with every one of us together with a New Year message from your
Pastor. That will give you a good momentum to go into the New Year. So it's only
about 40 minutes or 45 minutes with worship with sound and song and with the
ministry.

If you want to stay up after that, and watch the new year come in, you will hear in my
message what | think about the clock of nine, eight, seven, six, five... You will hear
me talk about that. If you wish to stay awake after that until midnight, that's your
problem. You may do so but at least you will have the Word in your heart. You will be
established in the Word before you go into the New Year. Amen. Then the next
Sunday, which is Sunday, the third of January. There will be another church service
at nine o'clock in the morning. It will not be here, it will be digital. So, the two
Sundays, the 27th and the third, the church buildings will be closed, but church will
be online. Amen. You will enjoy the ministry of sound and song and you will enjoy
the ministry of the Word and we're allowing you to do that from home, or wherever
you may be on holiday or anywhere else and you can watch it on your tablet or on
your phone, on your television or on your computer, wherever. Hallelujah.

Next year is going to be a very big year for us. We're going to be big, and we're
going to be bold, and God has already instructed us to do some wonderful things.
We're going to be busy. My staff that make these Sunday services happen every
Sunday are going to have a break of two weeks of Sundays. They can just
completely rest and they can sleep till nine o'clock on those Sunday mornings, and
lie in bed. [Noise on the microphone] How was that? How was that? Lady, she nearly
jumped out of her seat, as did most of you all also. | mean woah look at that, it must
have something to do with this. [Pastor John touching microphone on his shirt] Oh
my word. It was funny. They will be able to sit there in their bed and click on church.
Where's the coffee? Let me sit with my rusk and my coffee and my whatever and
enjoy the service. Amen. You only allowed us for two Sundays in the year, you
understand? Praise the Lord.

You'll get WhatsApp messages, you'll get, you know, on the phones and on your
emails and whatever, you'll get a message about all of this stuff. Moenie worry nie,
we won't leave you behind. If the Lord comes in between we won’t leave you behind,
okay? Praise Jesus. Glory to God.

All right. Now I'm going to be preaching on, | Will Take The Children. The subtitle is
Light and Dark. If you read in the dictionary, what the word light, how they describe
the word light. It says, the natural agent that stimulates sight and makes things
visible. So if you study light and the material or the stuff that makes up light, it's
photons, and all different kinds of things that make up light, different things,
wavelengths, and things that make up light, a spectrum of things. Essentially, if you
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boil it down, it's energy. It's energy. That's why they say it like this, it's the natural
agent that stimulates sight and makes things visible. So that's science is the way
they're describing the natural agent.

You could also say, and that would be accurate if you take this from a human
perspective that light is the understanding of a problem or mystery. You could say
enlightenment. They also say in the dictionary, spiritual illumination by divine truth.
Amen. You live in light rather than in the darkness. Then what is dark? Well, dark, as
stated in the dictionary is the absence of light in a place. It's also hidden from
knowledge. And it's mysterious from a human perspective. So, but when you look at
the colour black, it's not really a colour, you know, it's actually the absence of any
colour. That's what is black. So when people say black is a colour, it's not actually a
colour. It's just the absence of any colour. It's the same with dark, dark there is no
such thing as dark. It's just it's a state of being where there's no light. It's the
absence of light. Dark is not actually something that is really worth anything or
anything meaningful. It's just the absence of light. Are you all ready to go on a Word
journey with me this morning? You will find this really insightful and beneficial to you
as | keep moving along. You are just going to have to bear with me as | preach some
scripture to you today. Are you all ready for it? Y'all, y'all. Amen. Praise the Lord.
Hallelujah. Checking you all out, here this morning.

Okay, Genesis chapter 1, | have to go to the beginning to talk about light. But I'm not
going to preach the whole Bible to Revelation and become prophetic about
everything. Don't panic. John chapter 1 verse 1 says, 'In the beginning, God
created the heavens and the earth. 2The earth was without form, and void; and
darkness was on the face of the deep (John 1:1-2 NKJV). So the earth, the earth.
So this place, let's call it the planet, this environment that we now live in, was, yeah, |
got to be careful here, because | really enjoy this subject. | really enjoy teaching
about this, because it really allows science and the Word of God to live together.

You know, a lot of people say, and unfortunately, scientists have used their
knowledge, because people that have interpreted the Bible have interpreted the
Bible in such a way that they don't give any scope for the years of light, and eternity.
They don't give any scope between the difference in the beginning God created
the heavens and the earth and the earth was without form and void, and the
darkness was in the face of the deep and the Spirit of God was hovering over
the face of the water. (John 1:1-2 NKJV) They don't. People who have interpreted
the Word of God like this, in the beginning they tend to interpret day one, day two,
day three, so they don't give scope for any period of time, that might be an eternity of
time between, in the beginning God created heaven and earth.

In the beginning. When was that? When was that? That could be a trillion years ago.
When was that? In eternity. What difference does that make? In the beginning, God
made heaven on the earth. In the beginning. When was that? If we understand that,
then, when scientists tell us there were creatures that lived on the earth that were
huge creatures, and they've got fossils, and they were 100 million years old. It's
possible. It's cool.

But unfortunately, scientists have disregarded God and have chosen not to look at it
through the eyes of God. What they've done is they've actually said, we will make a
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fictitious existence that just happened and it's called evolution. Well, | think you need
more bravery and more faith to believe that, that all of this sophisticated stuff could
happen from just nothing. Then who made the nothing happened? Well, they can't
explain how the nothing came to be because that nothing wasn't nothing. It was how
particles in atoms came into being, and who made that? They don't know. They said
science will develop and one day, we will be able to tell you, and they never will,
because they just disregard God.

| am preaching good already hey. '... and the Spirit of God was hovering over the
face of the waters. * Then God said, “Let there be light”’; and there was light.
‘And God saw the light, that it was good; and God divided the light from the
darkness (Genesis 1:2-4 NKJV). When God said, “Let there be light”, what He
actually said was, “Let the essence of My being, let all of who | am. Let Me be there.”
So here was the earth, and it was dark, and it was without form and void and then
He said, let Me be there. Because God is light. So He just said, let Me be there.

| would like you to imagine for a minute, I'd like you just imagine this, that God sitting
in the heavens, and this angel that was Lucifer, a being that was created to reflect
light and to give off the light of God, and that sound and song was actually created in
him. He decided in his own will, that he was going to make his will the same as
God's will. He said, | was going to make my will. There can't be two wills in the
universe. Not because there can't be but because the one will is the only true will, it
is the source of light and life and truth and it is what it is and He is what He is.

You can't say | will also be what you are when you can only be one source. Do you
understand what I'm saying? | mean, you can't say, it's just not possible that you
decided to become the source when there is already only one source. When he did
that, then obviously, he was deceived in himself. The truth was not found in him and
the lie was created in him, because he thought he could be equal to God.

When he positioned himself to be equal with God, the power that is God, the light
that is God. The truth that is God confronted that mismanagement of his self-image.
The mismanagement of who he thought he could be, how great he could be. It just
confronted the lie in it. There was nothing that he could do to make himself the
source of all things and making himself equal to the source of all things. He was
always only going to be a reflected glory. In that he thought he could be the source
of all things.

When the source of all things, actually, someone said, | want to be the source of all
things, he just couldn't be. You understand that? You just couldn't be. Then in that
second, he was separated from God, eternally, him and a third of his angels. The
angels that believed him. What happened in that immediate moment, light, executed
judgment. He had to separate and be separated from light. Then he had to live in the
heavens and the earth, and he had to be in a separate place to light.

When he became in a separate place to light, where he became, he became in
darkness. He became void without form and everything that was with him lived in a
space of absence of light, darkness, in void, and no form, darkness. So that's how, if
you say there's darkness, there is no place that is darkness, there is just a place that
is absent light. God created a place where His light would be absent so that he could
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be in that place. It's quite something. That's the earth was without form, and it was
void, and it was dark absent light. Amen

Are you all here with me today? Because this is good teaching. | have to go to John
chapter one. Verse one, 'In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things
were made through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was made.
‘In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. So the life and the light are the
same thing. *And the light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not
comprehend it (John 1:1-5 NKJV).

If you and | are going to live in the light, then we are going to live in this amazing
place that is full of beauty, full of life and full of all the good things that God has got
for us. Amen. So | need to just read you the scripture here in Isaiah. Isaiah nine,
verse two in the Passion Translation says 2Those who walked in darkness have
seen a radiant light shining upon them. They once lived in the shadows of
death, but now a glorious light has dawned! (Isaiah 9:2 TPT).

In the book of Matthew, in the New Testament, there is this prophecy that is fulfilled.
| read to you from Matthew 4, verse 12. When Jesus heard that John the
Baptizer had been thrown into prison, he went back into Galilee. *Jesus
moved from Nazareth to make his home in Capernaum, which is by Lake
Galilee in the land of Zebulun and Naphtali. ' He did this to make the prophecy
of Isaiah come true: *Listen, you who live in the land of Zebulun and the land
of Naphtali, along the road to the sea and on the other side of the Jordan, and
Galilee—the land of non-Jewish peoples '*You who spend your days shrouded
in darkness can now say, “We have seen a brilliant Light.” And those who live
in the dark shadow land of death can now say, “The Dawning Light arises on
us.” ""From that time on Jesus began to proclaim his message with these
words: “Keep turning away from your sins and come back to God, for
heaven’s kingdom realm is now accessible” (Matthew 4:12-17 TPT).

Everything that was previously, that you were not able to access it, it's now available
to you because Jesus has come; the light has come a glorious light, brilliant, radiant
light has come to shine upon you. Now I'm going to read you John, chapter 1 verse
14. Then I'm going to go back and read the verses before John chapter 1 verse 14.
I'll read from verse 9 to 13. But | need you to see it in context of this verse that I've
just read to you in Isaiah.

John 1 verse 14 in the New Living Translation says * So the Word became human
and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness.
And we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and only Son (John
1:14 NLT). What was he full of? Unfailing love and faithfulness. We saw which you
can't do without light. We saw His glory, unfailing love and faithfulness.

If there's something that you want to build on about, in life relationally, or any other
way, you would want to build on unfailing love and faithfulness, would you not? You
would not want to build on a love that is just conditional and might be there today
and not tomorrow, because some circumstances have changed. You would want to
build on someone that's faithful or something that is faithful, not unfaithful, because if
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it was unfaithful, then you wouldn't know what is going to happen next, isn’'t that
right? Thank God that Jesus is unfailing love and is faithful. We can trust that, we
can trust that.

| am going to verse 9, °The one who is the true light, who gives light to
everyone, was coming into the world. ""He came into the very world He
created, but the world didn’t recognize Him (John 1:9-19). Can you all say that
with me? Didn't recognize Him. Come on, say it with me. Didn't recognize Him. The
world that He came into, remember He’s light, He’s life, He’s truth. He created the
world and the world didn't recognize Him. Why not? Because they were living in
darkness. They've been used to an absence of light.

""He came to His own people, and even they rejected Him. '?But to all who
believed Him and accepted Him, He gave the right to become children of God.
They are reborn—not with a physical birth resulting from human passion or
plan, but a birth that comes from God (John 1:11-13 NLT). So when you become
born again, you get born again in your spirit man. This physical body and your
thinking may not have changed, but in your spirit you are reborn. Amen.

That means from your spirit man you can see light. Things that were mysterious to
you before, can become revealed to you, because you have light in your spirit. Your
spirit is not in darkness. Hallelujah. If your spirit man is in light but your rest of your
living is in darkness then, you may be in a place where you're a Christian and you
will eventually go to heaven, but nothing about your life and the way you are living is
actually reflecting the goodness that is God. Even though your spirit is full of light,
because it's been recreated, the rest of you is not. To the extent that you allow the
light in your spirit to change what you are, will be the change that you can live in and
you can receive.

The enemy of God of course, you know, he doesn't want you to, first of all he doesn't
want you to receive light in your spirit, doesn't want you to be born again, but
secondly he also doesn't want you to be someone who understands the power of this
new life that you have. This light, this glory that you have living in you. He is going to
try and keep you in the dark. Literally. He's not going to just switch off all the lights
for you immediately, because if | switched off all the lights in this auditorium you
wouldn't want me to do this in the dark and you wouldn't want to be here in the dark.
Right? Nobody wants to live in that kind of darkness. You know, even when you go
to sleep at night and you want, you say, "l don't need light in my room, | need
darkness." | know people that sleep with things over their eyes, you know, because
they want darkness, but they still want some light in the room because, when they
have to get up in the night, not absolute pitch black darkness. Because then if you
woke up in the night, “Whoa | gotta go to the toilet, what next?” You find your way,
bang your toes, knock your head, fall on the floor. Then you try and get up and you
have no clue where you are because it's pitch black. No, most people don't want
that. If they say they want to sleep in absolute darkness because they can't have
light, well ok then, but they normally sleep with stuff on their eyes, you know, [Pastor
John demonstrates how they sleep with the stuff over their eyes] like that.

What happens is that the devil doesn't want you to think of darkness, that you're in
darkness. If | ask the guys to dim the lights for me and just, so they have it nice and
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bright now, ok, so in this brightness we can see each other real plain, right? But if
they start to dim it just little bit by little bit, they start to dim it, you're not really aware
actually that it's dimming. Right? But the definition around you is disappearing and
it's getting darker, but there is a level of comfort that comes with it, because actually
it is just happening slowly, so you don't really know that what's happening is your
living in darkness.

If they switch off those lights completely, | can't make it completely dark in here
because these TV lights will take too much time to warm up and all that kind of stuff,
but you understand that what we see about each other now is very different, I'm
seeing, | can't see too much of you, | certainly can't see the frown on your face or the
smile on your face, or whatever it is. | can't see that because you're in too much
darkness and I'm in the light. | can't really see all of that, but if | ask them to bring up
the lights again... it is a big difference, hey?

The devil doesn't want you to actually think that you're in darkness, so what he does
is, he leads you, deceives you, manipulate circumstances and gets people to come
and say words and things to you and he just keeps you in a level of darkness that
God actually, you can't see God and God can't see you. Well, | mean God can see
you, but you can't experience God, you know, and so you can't see God because
you're living in too much darkness. And a lot of darkness that we live in, is darkness
that you received as behaviour patterns from our family, from friends, from society,
from things that we've been taught, and so you don't even know it, that you're living
in darkness of untruths that's been taught to you, that the world says this is society's
way of living, so you must live the way society tells you to live. Praise the Lord.

If I have to take just a plain reference to it. Nowadays it's like society has said it's
actually normal for young people to have sexual relations with other young people,
so that they can find out what they like and what they don't like, before they get
married, right? Nowadays if somebody actually, a woman or man gets up and says,
“I'm twenty-five years old and I'm still a virgin." "You're what? What? Who's
twenty-five and you're still a virgin?!" Cause society has said it's normal and it's
actually a pleasing practice to have sex before you get married or whatever. If | have
to say to you that there are people that are making decisions that say they don't want
to sleep with someone until it is the right person, until it's a God ordained
relationship. That's when they find each other. People will say, "What kind of sex
relationship can they have? What do they know?" Well, I'll tell you what, if you obey
the Word of God in the way that you have intimacy with another person, it's the best
sex you'll ever have. Why? Because it is in God, the way you explore each other, it's
not in lust. It's in love and there is a huge difference between intimacy that's born
from lust, then that's born from love.

That's just an example of how society's norms have even crept into the church,
where even in the church it's like, don't talk about that stuff in church and don't even
talk about virginity in church, because who is that? Because it's almost become like
a, it's almost like an identity thing. You know, everybody has to sleep with somebody
before they get married. Don't shout me down because | am preaching good today.
I'm preaching really good, right? Come on.
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Society's way of doing things, that darkness has already brought such behaviour
patterns of living according to the dark that we don't even want to talk about it in the
light as light in the church we're told you're old fashioned. You don't understand the
new, the newness of life that is in the world. You don't understand that, so you know,
you're old fashioned. The younger generation have got a different view of things.
Quite right, it's darkness. You can't even see my light because you live in the dark,
because the darkness has already overwhelmed you to the point where you don't
want the light. You want the darkness because it suits you. It suits you to be with all
the other people that do that. Come on now.

It's the greatest, it's one of the greatest ‘con-jobs’ of the enemy, is to keep the
Christian living in a society, cultural, values that are setting what the norms and the
standards are and so, we don't even know it, but it's dimmed the lights on us and so
when the light comes and shines, we can't even receive it or accept it and that's how
they rejected Jesus as the truth. Cause when Jesus came and He said, and I'm
using my example, "Don't sleep with someone, remain a virgin until you're married."

If | was Jesus bringing that message, and the society and the culture said, “You
should be sleeping with someone before you get married”, then you would reject the
light. Because it's not part of your society and your culture and what everybody is
used to. Don't come and preach that to me, | don't want to hear that, | reject that.
Well, you reject the light, you reject the light. One example of how you can reject the
truth and reject the light, because it's become normal.

Normalized behaviour is therefore the truth? No way! Normalized behaviour is not
the truth. The truth is what the Bible says. The truth is not what normalized behaviour
says. Just the same way as normalized behaviour says, you've got to bribe
somebody in government to get a government contract. That's not the truth. I'll tell
you what, when you become a Christian that walks in the light and understands the
authority that light brings everywhere you go, that light will bring faith in you, and
your faith and your light can put a marker on a government contract, and you can
have the authority that says, because | walk in light and | have faith, | command that
contract to stop until it is given legally without corruption. That's the power of walking
in the light and walking with God by faith. And we need more Christians to walk in
the light like that, that don't accept society's normalized behaviour patterns.

Alright, so I'm going to talk about some things this morning that hopefully will help
you. I've been asked lots of questions about this. I'm going to touch on a few things
today. This is by no means a comprehensive teaching on this subject, but | will
answer some questions for you today. Okay. And we'll see how the Lord leads us in
the year to come.

Second Corinthians chapter six, verse 14; “Be ye not unequally yoked together
with unbelievers: for what fellowship hath righteousness with
unrighteousness? And what communion hath light with darkness? God is
immediately putting light and righteousness together, darkness and unrighteousness
together? Do you see this? So darkness means the absence of light, means
absence of righteousness. Righteousness - light? >SAnd what Concord has Christ
with Belial? Or with the devil? Or what part hath He that believes with an
unbeliever, an infidel? '*And what agreement has the temple of God with
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idols? For you are the temple of the living God as God has said, | will dwell in
them, and walk in them, and | will be their God, and they shall be My people (2
Corinthians 6:14-16 KJV).

When you receive God, you become the temple of Jesus. What right does your body
or your living life have to do with everything that's in the darkness? We should not
have this attitude that says: we must understand the darkness to preach to the
darkness. That's the wrong way to go about it, you must become light completely, so
that it can be a standard for the darkness. That's why the Bible says that we should
be a light on a hill, and we should not be hidden under a bushel, so that people can't
see our light. What does it mean? We should not be cloaked in the behaviour pattern
of darkness, so nobody sees our light. Joh, I'm preaching good, | am preaching
good. I've got more to say, lots more, but I've only got one few more moments in this
day to preach to you. But | got lots to say. Okay.

' for ye are the temple of the living God; as God hath said, | will dwell in them,
and walk in them; and | will be their God, and they shall be my people."”
Wherefore come out from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, and
touch not the unclean thing; and | will receive you.'® And will be a Father unto
you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty. 'Having
therefore these promises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God (2
Corinthians 6:14-7:1 KJV).

When you have the fear of God, you'll walk in holiness. No fear - no holiness. And
here's what the devil wants you to do. He wants you to not fear what walking in the
darkness means. He's going to try and say to you, walking in the darkness is
acceptable. The more darkness is in your world, the less you will fear God. If you
fear God, you will not do dark things.

Have you watched anybody that actually is aware of, of perhaps their flaws in their
face or on their skin? They go and stand in front of a very bright mirror. They look at
themselves in the mirror and they think, whew, I'm not looking very pretty or
handsome right now. Because look at what the sun has done to me, maybe age with
wrinkles, whatever. The brighter the light, the more the flaws in your skin show.
Right? People don't want to get too close to the light because they don't want to see
their flaws. But here's the thing, the closer you get to the light, God deals with the
flaws, and He changes your imperfections, to strength and perfections.

The devil tries to actually say to you: be ashamed and feel guilty, because those are
your flaws. And so by making you feel ashamed and feel guilty, he prevents you from
coming into the light and facing yourself in the light so He can change you. He
doesn't judge you, He changes you.

That's how great God is. He doesn't judge you. He changes you. He doesn't leave
you with your flaws. He says, “Oh, you got that wrinkle on your face? Let Me smooth
it out here. You got that mark from the sun? Let Me put some new skin there.”
Figuratively speaking, you understand? Otherwise, I'd be getting newer, newer,
younger and younger. And | am in spirit, but certainly my body's still getting older.
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I'm going to read that passage of scripture to you from The Passion Translation.
“Don’t continue to team up with unbelievers in mismatched alliances, for what
partnership is there between righteousness and rebellion? Who could mingle
light with darkness? '®* What harmony can there be between Christ and Satan?
Or what does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? '®*What friendship
does God’s temple have with demons? For indeed, we are the temple of the
living God, just as God has said: | will make my home in them and walk among
them. | will be their God, and they will be my people. '"For this reason, “Come
out from among them and be separate,” says the Lord. “Touch nothing that is
unclean, and I will embrace you. '8l will be a true Father to you, you will be My
beloved sons and daughters,” the Lord Yahweh Almighty (2 Corinthians
6:14-7:1 TPT).

And then the next first verse in the next chapter says, 'Beloved ones, with
promises like these, and because of our deepest respect and worship of God,
we must remove everything from our lives that contaminates body and spirit,
and continue to complete the development of holiness within us (2 Corinthians
6:14-7:1 TPT).

With promises like these, why would we want to live in darkness? Why would we
want to live with unclean stuff in our lives? Why do we not allow God to actually
continue to make us what we can be powerfully in Him? And so what does darkness
have to do with light? This is a very big question, and I'm going to tell you in a
moment how big a question this is, because of Scripture that says, If | can read it to
you, again, from the King James Version, it says, '“Be not unequally yoked
together with unbelievers for what fellowship has righteousness and, and
unrighteousness. In other words, you've heard people speak about, don't be
unequally yoked? Yeah, come on. Ja? Yes? You're allowed to say yes, or ja.

John, Chapter 17, verse 14; "l have given them Your word; and the world has
hated them because they are not of the world, just as | am not of the world. '°I
do not pray that You should take them out of the world, but that You should
keep them from the evil one. '* They are not of the world, just as | am not of the
world. 7 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. '®As You sent Me into
the world, | also have sent them into the world (John 17:14-18 NKJV).

Can you see that Jesus prayed this prayer? He asked the Father, and He said, I'm
not asking You to take them out of the world. Because if He had to take us out of the
world, we wouldn't exist anymore, our bodies would have to die. He says, I'm not
asking You that when they get saved, the minute they get saved, take them out of
the world and kill everybody that gets saved. But I'm asking You that when they are
saved, and they stay in this world, | ask You to protect them from the evil one that's
in this world. In other words, I'm asking you to protect them from darkness. Amen.

Okay, so how does this really apply to us in the natural world? Because the scripture
says in Corinthians that we must not be unequally yoked. What has a believer got to
do with an unbeliever? What is God that is in us, the light that is in us got to do with
the darkness? What fellowship have we got to do with unbelievers? It's what the
Bible says, | just read it to you. At the same time, Jesus says, “I'm sending them into
the world.” That means we have got to be in a position where we keep getting
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stronger in the light. So that when we are sent into the world, or the darkness, that
we take the light to the darkness, we do not let the darkness overcome the light. How
can we be a people that says we want to become like darkness, so we can
understand them, so we can preach to them? They don't understand that, in fact, the
people that are in darkness, they don't want you to be light to them, they want you to
be the same as them.

Just check this out. If you are in an environment where you are a strong Christian
and nobody else in your environment is a Christian, and they express their lack of
Christianity or the darkness that they live in, even though they might be Christians,
the darkness that they're living, let's just say their behaviour pattern is unrestrained.
They drink what they want, they smoke what they want, they take substances as
they choose, they behave in a way that is just darkness in every sense of the world.
They're political, they’re corrupt, they're all kinds of things. Then you're there in the
light. And so you don't want to do those things. What are they going to do, they are
going to excommunicate you, they're going to keep you out of their circle, because
you bring light. So you will find yourself lonely.

The human part of you wants to say, “| don't want to be lonely, | want to be accepted
by the “in crowd”. | want to be part of them.” So they say, “Okay, you can be part of
us, but you got to behave like us.” Then you make a decision, “I'm not going to let the
light shine, I'm going to cover up my light. And I'm going to live in the darkness with
those people that are in the darkness and so | can connect with them, so I'm
accepted by them.”

This is one of the devil's major tactics that he does to keep Christians quiet. Because
he says, “You want all the rewards of the world system? You can have it but you've
got to be dark.” Absent light, don't bring your light here. Keep your light to yourself.
Hide your light under a behaviour pattern that is acceptable in the dark. It's what they
want. They say, “Okay, come and enjoy the fruit of our darkness.” Except, that it
fades away. It's corruptible. It's changing. There's no faithfulness there. There's no
unfailing love there. They're completely unfaithful. Those people are unfaithful,
they’re only true to themselves. There is no unfailing love there, they are completely
full of themselves. They're full of themselves and they do everything for themselves,
and they say, “We’ll permit you to do the same thing around us.” That's no way to
build anything. I'm preaching good today.

I'm going to address this in a couple of things. A couple of examples of my life, my
personal life, as | finish up my message today. When | was at high school, | was
fortunate enough, | suppose you could say that or, you know, it was something that
just was part of my life. | was a reasonable sportsman. You know, | was accepted in
the sporting teams because mostly | was in the A-team or the first team and pretty
much most of the things that | did, you know, and so there's a level of acceptance
that you have because of your sporting ability.

Even in those circles, | wasn't friends with them because my light shined. | made
Jesus Lord and Saviour of my life. When the guys played rugby or soccer or
whatever it was, club soccer | was involved in and different things. You know,
afterwards, they want to go, now we're teenagers, we're almost adults, going to have
a beer. I'm not talking about drinking, the stand that | made was that | wouldn't.
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Okay, and so | wouldn't drink. | wouldn't go with them and | wouldn’t go and do the
stuff that happens when you do drink. It's not just the drinking, it's the stuff that
happens while you do the drinking.

You know, | mean, come break time, there wasn't any group of guys that, like, you
know, “Come and have lunch with us, John.” Yeah, | mean, because | was in sports
teams, if | chose to go and sit with a group of guys that were playing sports with me.
No, they wouldn't, they wouldn't walk away from me, they wouldn't turn their backs
on me but they weren't inviting me to come and have lunch with them. You
understand? It's because | wasn't talking the talk that they talked. | wasn't talking
about the girls that they were seeing and what they were doing with the girls. | wasn't
talking to them about the next weekend'’s jol, after the rugby match, where they were
going to go jol and so we going, an away game, and we're going to go and play
against this team. And so you know, “Ay, we're going to have a night after the”, you
know, and there’s this here and there’s this there. | didn't talk about that stuff. | didn't
want that stuff. | wanted Jesus. So they persecuted me. But | wanted Jesus more
than | wanted their acceptance. Really, | did.

Then | went into the military. When | was in the military, | had a whole year of
training. When | was in my training period, you know, | made a point of doing this, |
made a point of every day | would take my Bible in the morning and the evening, |
would take my Bible, and | would kneel beside my bed. Sometimes | would sit at the
edge of my bed, we used to have a box, we used to call it a frommel. | used to sit on
this metal box. | would sit there and read my Bible, | would kneel and pray. Not one
of these prayers; ‘Bless mommy, bless daddy and bless a happy day and thank you,
Jesus, amen.’ It wasn't a religious prayer that | prayed. When | prayed, | prayed and |
would kneel there and | would pray and speak to my Father and speak to Jesus and
the Holy Spirit for as long as | needed to fuel my spirit man with light. | was living day
and night in darkness. They wanted their behaviour pattern to affect me. Everybody's
behaviour pattern was impacted because that's the whole thing of the military, we
want you to all behave the same. You put on the same uniform, you march to the
same rhythm, you do everything the same and your strength is in the way that you
can do ‘sameness’ together. Everybody was in that space. But there was also,
internally, there was acceptance or rejection by different groups of people that got
together.

| wasn't accepted by them. Again, if | went and | sat anywhere to go and talk to
anybody, they wouldn't push me away. You know, we went through a lot of hard
times together and | was accepted in that sense, you know, that I've got my wings. |
was accepted. But | was also rejected. Because they wanted me to drink with them
and behave badly with them and | wouldn't, because the light in me wouldn't. They
did lots of things to persecute me; baptize me in beer and do lots of things to me,
little things, say words, do things, hide my stuff, do things that just caused trouble for
me, persecuted me because of the light. When we went, and we started to get into
conflict, military conflict situations, suddenly their lives were on the line and people
got shot, and they got wounded, and things happened. Suddenly my tent became
the meeting place. Now people were not rejecting me. They were seeking me out.
They wanted me before anything we did. Every day they wanted me to read the
Bible to them, they wanted me to pray for them. Why? Because they saw that
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actually, the life in me is real, that they tried to actually snuff out the light in me all
those months they were with me in training. | stood in my light.

When the time came and it turned around, and | was now, we were in a different set
of circumstances. They came to ask for my prayers and for me to read the Bible, to
the point where they asked the commanding officer of the unit. They said, “Please
don't let the denominational’s preacher come and take our prayer parades and our,
you know, our reading the Bible parades. We want, can John please do it.” Our
commanding officer got permission and gave permission. So every day | would stand
in front of the whole peloton, the whole company. | would stand there and | would
read the Bible and I'd pray for them. And they wanted it. They asked for it. They
petitioned the commanding officer for it. Why? Because when they were in their
darkness, they wanted me to become like them. But when the light was stronger
than their darkness, when they confronted the darkness of, of eternity, then they
wanted the light to be there for them.

This thing that I'm talking about is a powerful thing and the stronger you get in light,
the more your light shines in the darkness, the more powerful you become. The devil
wants to turn the temperature down, he wants you to actually want to live in
darkness, because he wants you because he knows that if he can connect with that
cultural and social value system or lifestyle that makes you acceptable, that in your
human emotion you crave it. If he can make you feel that and want that, he can get
you to extinguish the light, or put a lid on the light, so you don't show light.

Hey, I'm a truth speaker today, I'm speaking the light and the truth today. | bring you
another example today, of my marriage. You know, and so when | got married, | had
all kinds of men want to tell me how | should behave towards my wife and those men
were Christians but they were also culturally and socially affected. What they did was
they lived in their marriages what their fathers did and what their grandfathers did
and sometimes that was so bad that they did the opposite of what their fathers did.
They were not; | use this because | have all my Bible software in here [Pastor John
picking up his iPad], but they were not telling me what the Bible said they were just
telling me what their experience said. You know the old statement, “Just keep the
bag happy”, the old bag or the old lady, you know, “Just keep the old lady happy and
then you'll be okay”, you know. Every now and again you've got to do things that
keep the old lady happy then you can keep living your life the way you want to live
your life.

Everything became a contest of wills in marriage between what men want and what
women want. Therefore, men always said they don't understand women, and women
always thought that and still do in many places that men are egotistical, chauvinistic,
and don't understand women. I've never said that about my wife. I've never said that
| don't understand my wife and don't understand women. The minute | say that |
allow darkness into my heart. | don't want to walk in that darkness that | don't
understand her. Why would | want to live with a person | don't understand? | want to
understand her. That was my confession. That is what | saw in the Bible. The Bible
said that | could understand her, because the wisdom of Christ lives inside of me. |
live in the light and He makes all things known to me in the light. Truth is in the light,
and | can walk in all truth. If that's the case, | don't have to walk in a place where |
don't understand my wife. | can understand her. | can understand the emotional her.
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| mean, | can understand the emotional her. | can understand the needy her. | can
understand the demanding her. | can understand the spiritual her. | understand her.
I've never said in my life, | don't understand her. She doesn't call me egotistical,
chauvinistic, maniacal, stupid male that doesn't know what he's doing. You know
what a lot of women say, “Just hand over the running of the world to a woman and all
will be well”, because they think men's behaviour is just terrible. Sometimes it is.
Sometimes it is egotistical. If we have this attitude, you know that we can't live with
the other person then actually that's darkness. When all my friends were telling me,
you know, this is the way you treat a woman and this is what you’ve got to do, put
your foot down, you’'ve got to make the boundaries, you've got to set the rules, and
you got to let her know who's boss. | didn't want that for my marriage | wanted to
look at the Bible and say, what does the Bible say | want for my marriage. My Bible
told me something exactly opposite.

My Bible said love your wife as Christ loves the church and give all of yourself up to
her and for her, so that you can make her a beautiful thing, glorious and splendor
without spot or blemish or wrinkle, present her to yourself with glory and splendor.
Well, that's what kind of woman | want. That's the kind of marriage | want. Then that
means I've got to give myself. Most men say, “I want to take for myself.” They
certainly were living like that, my friends, | want to take for myself. “I'll set the
boundaries of what I'll give her.” That's what women do, too, “I'll set the boundaries
of what I'll give him and I'll use the boundaries of what | give him to my advantage so
| can get what | want, because | know what he wants, wink, wink. Huh. Then,
everybody's in a contest of what | can get, and when | can get it, and when |, and
how much, and what, and all that kind of stuff instead of doing the will of God.

That's the light you see. If | allow the darkness of social nhorms and cultural value
systems to overshadow my light, then I'm a Christian that's got the light but
everything that I'm experiencing is darkness. And so now we're confused people,
because we have the life of Christ in us but actually, we're living in the darkness of
our social norms and our cultural systems, and all the things that we've been
imprinted with in our identity system that is actually unraveling the very light that can
give us freedom. | said, “No, no, no, I'm not going to do that. I'm going to find out
what the Word says and I'm going to live that.” Then, you know, when they would all
get together, and they would talk about this stuff, and we, you know, it's like | said in
the first service, and | say to you, as well, you know, it's like men. You know, when
the men and women come together, the women in the kitchen, and the men stand
around the cars, and they kick the tires, and they talk about the engine. What are the
girls talking about? It's all a skinder about what the men don't do, or about other
women, or about other stuff while they're cooking.

Come on, you can shut me down because I'm preaching really good today. | said
“No, | don't want either of those things in my marriage, where the girls stick with the
girls and the guys stick with the guys, and everybody's having conversations about
what they shouldn't be having, and there's this big separation.” | said | want the life of
God, so obviously, when | started coming around those guys, and they kept talking
about the old lady in the bag, and all that kind of stuff, | don't talk like that about my
wife. | talk about her. | have since then, ever since, I've been nearly married to her
for 40 years. | still have a wonderful loving, intimate relationship with my wife. It gets
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more beautiful and wonderful every day, because | still talk that way about her. | still
talk the Word of God over her, and | still live the Word of God with her. It gets better,
not worse. It does, it gets better because God keeps changing me and keeps
changing her. We don't get into this comfort zone of living together and nothing is
new anymore. Now you get old and stale and then you look for something else that's
new. I've not been tempted by any other woman to go and look for ‘new’ with some
other woman, because | keep changing, she keeps changing in the light. The light
that's in us makes us different all the time. | keep discovering new things about her
and she about me, and that's a wonder and a marvel and a great thing.

Then they would want me to enter into the conversation and I've refused. My wife is
great, she's wonderful, she's amazing. | have a wonderful relationship. “Ah, John,
you just haven't got there yet.” Then enough time went by and | wasn't getting to
them. Then, “Hey guys, I'm having heaven. My marriage is sweet, man.” Then, you
know, eventually we couldn't have fellowship anymore because | wouldn't talk the
language and my light kept shining up the stuff that was going wrong in their
marriage. All of those guys, they were all Christians. All of those guys that | was
connected to then, they're all divorced, more than once some of them. All have got
chaos in their lives. My life is sweet. What's the difference? | let the light actually
dictate my future not what they said married should be. Hey, hey. This is what the
light does, this is what the light does. Everything you dream of you can have it in the
light. Hey? Praise Jesus. Praise Jesus.

I've got one more thing | want to talk to you about and it's about, how does
fellowship, light and darkness work in business. You understand now, because of the
information and the knowledge I've given you about light and dark, that you can be a
Christian that has light in your spirit but you can have your whole life hidden under a
bushel, cloaked under the light. Your body and your thinking can be under the light
so that you live in darkness, even though you have light. Yes?

Many people have asked me this question about business. On this question of be
not unequally yoked in business? How can a Christian businessman be in business
with a person that's not a Christian? | mean, it's like this. If you get a Christian that
knows he's a Christian, and he can speak christianese, the Christian talk, you know,
“Praise God. Hallelujah. Amen” you know, he can speak the speak, but he’s not
living the life. | call him a skeef Christian. His life is this way and then it's that way,
and it's this way and it's that way. He’s not a straight Christian, you know, because
he doesn't live by the light that's in him. He lives in the darkness that dominates his
body, and he's thinking and he's world, you know.

The way life used to be in certainly in the early years of my life, certainly, definitely
my dad's life would be like, if you were going to do business with somebody, and if it
was Lettie, and | was going to do business with Lettie, and we came to an a
business arrangement, we would shake hands. Say, we have a deal. We say, “Yes,
we have a deal”, then my word is my word and her word is her word. We don't need
a contract. We understand that we have a deal. You give me a service, | pay for the
service, or we do a service together and we both get paid and we share the profit.
Whatever the case might be, we do a deal then our word is our word. That's a
straight, up and down honest business arrangement.
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Maybe she's not a Christian, but she's got the light of the way a person should live
as a Christian, but now I've got another Christian, that's skeef. You know what I'm
saying? He is not bound by His Word. It's all about himself making a profit and
manipulating circumstances for his convenience. Now someone that's not saved but
has got the light of what it is to walk in the truth of a deal, versus someone that's got
Christ in them, but actually they are dishonest ugly people; ugly in behaviour pattern.

Now just because one is born again and the other one is not, | must do business with
a borne again one. Not a chance I'm not doing business with that Christian. I'm not
putting my money into his hands. He will just whisk it away. [Pastor John makes a
gesture of something flying away in a flash] Gone? When you go look for your
money. [Pastor John makes a gesture of something disappearing in a flash]. “Oh, no,
you didn't say that. | thought you meant that. Oh, no, no, | was under the impression
we agreed on this,” but you know, both knew what was meant, but he is skeef,
dishonest, he is swervy. He is a swerve Christian. Hallelujah.

The best thing of course is to do business with Christians that have the light working
in them. If you have two people, you're doing business with, one is a Christian and
one is not a Christian and they have the same light about how to do business, with
honesty, with integrity, and with proper values. Then you do business with the
Christian, than rather than the non-Christian. Unfortunately, Christians have
developed such a bad reputation. You know because they're swerving all over the
place. They are all changing the rules of the game, all the time to suit themselves.
Hallelujah. This is a, this is an opportunity for us to walk in the light.

When it comes to our children, the devil wants our children. What does he want from
our children, he wants our children to live in the future with the baggage of their
parents? What you learn from your mother and your father becomes the thing that
creates your future. What you learn from the kids at school becomes what you
identify with for your future. You learn from school and you learn from parents, and
you learn from society, and you learn from cultural values. What's acceptable, and
not acceptable behaviour pattern, rather than looking at the Word of God and seeing
what the Word of God says, is an acceptable and unacceptable behaviour pattern.

If you learn to live by the truth of the Word of God, and in the light of the Word of
God, you keep walking in more freedom and more freedom and more liberty and
more power, not less. Society and the devil wants you to think that the more you live
as a hot, full of life, powerful Christian, on-fire Christian, the less you're going to get
things done because getting things done, you have to live in the world.

No, | am living in the world, and it is because I'm on fire believing Christian, that | can
command business deals not to happen if they are corrupt. | can command business
to come into my hands by God. That's what Jesus meant. | mean, Jesus gave the
disciples an absolute clear indication of this. They were fishing all night. What, what?
What is night? They were fishing all... in the darkness, all night. Jesus comes and
say, “Hey, you're in transition from night to dark. Now I'm mending my nets, fixing my
nets that went wrong in the, in the dark.” We all got to fix things in our lives that get
wrong in the dark. That's the messy part of life, right. But He's got some marvellous
things for us. They're not in the dark, they're in the light, and He gives them a clear
indication, the difference between the messy of the dark, and the marvelous of the
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light is a transition where you sit mending and fixing, and you do some things. Then
you're also listening to the Word of God, while you're fixing things.

Isn't that what they were doing? They were listening to the message that Jesus was
preaching from their boats, and while they were preaching, light was coming. Then
Jesus says, “Okay, you've heard enough Light, and you've done enough fixing of the
nets. Come, let's go fishing in the Light.” So, when you go fishing in the Light, He
says, “Now, what you did in the dark was you fished on that side. Now you're going
to be in the light, fish on the other side,” and you're thinking, but what is the
difference? The difference is one was in the dark, and the other is in the light. It's got
nothing to do what side of the boat you're fishing on.

He gave us a prime example. When you fish in the light, then you get such big
catches, you got to call all your friends to come and help you, because of what
happened in the light. The power of walking as a light Christian, rather than a dark
Christian, is worlds apart, because of the dark Christian, you fish all night, you catch
nothing. You just come away with broken nets and baggage that you got to fix.

God's come to take the children, the grown-up children, and the little children. He
says, “Come it is time to walk in the light. Come and be separate from that system,
that's damaging you. Let's walk in the Light, together with wisdom and
understanding, and I'll show you some more in the New Year. We'll talk some more
about this. Hallelujah. Praise Jesus.

How we can live in the light as children of light, and because God has sent us into
the world, not so that we can become the world, not so that we can try and identify
with the world. But so that we take the power of our light living life, we take it to the
world, and you say, “Look at what we can catch when we walk in the light.” They
become so envious of what you catch in the light, they say, “How can we be part of
this light?” Or they become so envious, they want to kill you. In which case, you have
to take your protection factor. You know, protection, ‘sunscreen factor’, and
protection. You have got to put on your protection, called the armour of God. You
have got to put on your protection and then you take on the fight and then you win
every time because you walk in the light.

Come on this is good preaching. This is great preaching. Hallelujah. Let me tell you if
the devil thought he had us as Christians in a bottle because of COVID. Let me tell
you what, when he looked in the bottle, we were gone. How did you manage that?
Well, we didn't let the darkness overtake us. We walked in the light. Hey, how cool is
this. What the devil wants you to do, is he wants you to give up on fishing in the light,
because big catches come when you fish in the light. He wants you to come,
continue to only see yourself in the dark. Hallelujah.

Who wants to live in a place absent of light? [Pastor John makes movements as if he
is blind, feeling his way with his hands.] Hurt yourself. Break your knee. Break your
toe. Fall over, hit yourself, on the head, on the ground and you wake up
discombobulated. Which way do | go? This way? Or that way? | don't know if I'm up
or down, where the door is? It is all in the dark. Bang, bang, boof. Nothing. Who
wants to live like that? When you can, “Oh, there's where I've got to go. Okay, turn
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here, turn there. No banging, no knee breaking. No toes hurt. No, bang, bang, boof.
It's just bang, bang, Hallelujah. Hallelujah. Come stand on your feet, everybody.

Praise the Lord. Did you enjoy this service today? Did you get something out of this?
Praise Jesus. Glory to God. Praise the Lord. Put your hand on your heart. Say, “I'm
the son of God, and | walk in the light. | do not let the darkness run my life. | walk in
the light, in Jesus’ name. Hallelujah.” Come on. That's a cool thing to be. Just to
know I'm a light walker. I'm a light bringer. I'm an agent of Light. Try and stop me.
I've got light like lightning. You come across my path like kaboom, like a lightning
bolt. Hallelujah. Glory to Jesus. Glory to God.

| just want to pray for you. Father, | pray that You will bless Your people. You'll give
them peace. | pray that if they're going away or staying at home, whatever they're
going to do over this period, You will protect them and You will surround them with
angels of light. You will surround them with Your Word. You will protect them, Father.
No weapon formed against them will prosper. | pray Lord, they will live in peace over
this period of time. All their needs are met in Jesus’ name. Thank You, Father, that
You bring them back in the New Year, safe and sound and ready to do more things
for You. In Jesus’ name. Everybody said, Amen.

Thank you for coming to church, bye, tot siens, Sala kahle.
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